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ABOUT SWAP

A non-profit to
empower Nigerian
writers.

The empowerment of
Female Nigerian
Authors.

The SprinNG Women Authors Prize
Est. 2020
Social Media: @the_SWAPng
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A B O U T

Mission
" SprinNG is a
literary movement
and Society for the
Promotion,
Revitalization, and
Improvement of
New Nigerian
Generations in
writing and
literature."

Our time was then, is now, and every other time.
- The SprinNG Women Authors Prize
Est. 2020

Established May 2016 as Sprinng Literary
Movement and re-branded as SprinNG in
December 2019.
Through our website, we publish reviews, poems,
stories, essays, and fiction, all of which engender
the soul of the national literature.
We founded and manage a Nigerian Writers
Database that hosts the biography of 300+ writers.
We have a SprinNG Lit page dedicated to
promoting other literary websites worldwide and
informing writers of opportunities outside what
SprinNG offers.

@SprinNGlm
Contact@SprinNG.org
www.sprinng.org

SWAP

We conduct an annual creative writing fellowship,
providing 6-weeks of free mentorship to select
writers with resources such as airtime, paid access
to books and more, during the fellowship. We also
have a career-advancement fellowship hosted for
a month.
We discover and promote female Nigerian authors
with the annual SprinNG Women Authors Prize –
combating the unequal gender representation and
participation in the industry.
We also run an annual SprinNG Poetry Contest with
a unique theme to celebrate our anniversary. 

SprinNG Women
Authors PRIZE

Visit www.sprinng.org to learn more.
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Achalugo Chioma Ezekobe
Author of Mmirinzo

Timi Waters
Author of Haven

Ukamaka Olisakwe
Author of Ogadinma

Semifinalists of the 2021 SprinNG Women Authors Prize

The SprinNG Women Authors Prize
(#SWAPng) selects a female Nigerian author
annually - someone who has published a fulllength book in print and invest N200,000 in
purchasing, distributing, and marketing print
copies of her book nationwide through our
sister literary websites and events whom we
collaborate with.

We are simply looking for female Nigerian
authors who have published excellent books
that deserve to be promoted and supported.
Only one winner will be selected annually for
this prize.
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Why SWAP?

www.sprinng.org/SWAP
Often, when we talk about feminism and gender
inequalities, or representation, we don't talk about it
from the perspective of literature and publication. We
talk about it in terms of politics, religion, family roles,
the workforce, but not so often in the availability of
books we read in schools, or the search and
promotion of authors by publishers and literary
agents, or literary recognition where many times there
are more male representation than female.
After observing the trends of female participation and
recognition in literary activities and publications, it
became clear to SprinNG that for females to succeed,
we would need more than opportunities provided to
all; we need opportunities for women specifically.
While we acknowledge that the spirit of creativity and
writing bears no gender, we also envision how gender
participates and sometimes directs our experiences
as artists. We wonder how our efforts in sisterhood
can influence our growth in the industry. We look
forward to women, having their genders as an asset
to them, being visible to opportunities, equally
recognized, and respected in all aspects of art and
life.

Ebukun Ogunyemi
SWAP Manager

SWAP Manager's Bio
Ebukun G. Ogunyemi is a Creative Writer, Researcher, and Freelancer
interested in different forms of writing and expression. She writes
creative content, including poetry, fiction, and screen purposes. She is
passionate about many things that include women-related causes
and mental health. Ebukun is a staunch lover of books, art, African
literature, music, film, and documentary. Her work has been
published in Variety Pack, Fiery Scribe Review, Praxis Magazine, Trad
Magazine, etc.

www.ebukungbemisola.com/about
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Application Eligibility
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Cheluchi Onyemelukwe-Onuobia,
Author of The Son of the House
SWAP 2020 Winner
NNLG 2021 Winner

The applicant must be a female Nigerian author between ages 21 - 45.
Applicants can only submit one book for the nomination.
Eligible genres: Poetry (Collection of poetry or prose poems), fiction (novels, collection
of short stories), and nonfiction (memoirs and essays) are eligible for application. We
are NOT ACCEPTING children's books, plays/drama, or self-help books for this prize.
The nominated book can be of any theme.
The nominated book can be self-published or released by a publisher between 2016
and September 2022.
The book nominated must be available in print for purchase in Nigeria.
There is no region-eligibility requirement for the author - meaning that the author can
be a Nigerian currently residing outside the country.
Previous finalists and semi-finalists cannot reapply.
We require a self-nomination process, meaning that prospective applicants will
complete the application and nominate themselves.

Application Timeline

@the_SWAPng | Contact@SprinNG.org | www.sprinng.org/SWAP

July 1: Applications for the SprinNG Women Authors Prize opens
August: Judges will be announced
September 30: Applications for the SprinNG Women Authors Prize closes
October - December: Applications will be reviewed
December 15-30: Semi-finalists and prize winner will be announced
January - March: Author's books will be distributed

The 2021 Judges

Tomi Adesina

Roseline Mgbodichinma

Kemi Falodun

Jakky Bankong-Obi

We are thankful to the SWAP 2021 judges:
Tomi Adesina, Roseline Mgbodichinma, Kemi Falodun,
and Jakky Bankong-Obi for their dedication and
support in selecting the semi-finalists and winner of
the second SprinNG Women Authors Prize.
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Ukamaka Olisakwe
Author of Ogadinma
SWAP 2021 Winner

Ukamaka Olisakwe grew up in Kano,
Nigeria, and now lives in Vermillion,
South Dakota.
In 2014, she was named one of the
continent’s most promising writers
under the age of 40 by the UNESCO
World Book Capital for the Africa39
project. In 2016, she was awarded an
honorary fellowship in Writing from the
International Writing Program at the
University of Iowa. In 2018, she won the
Vermont College of Fine Arts’ Emerging
Writer Scholarship for the MFA in
Writing and Publishing program. In
2021, she won the SprinNG Women
Authors Prize for her novel, Ogadinma.
A finalist for the Miles Morland Writing
Scholarship, she has had her works
appear in the New York Times, Granta,
Longreads, The Rumpus, Catapult,
Rattle, Waxwing, Jalada, Brittle Paper,
Hunger Mountain, Sampsonia Way,
and more.
Her books include Eyes of a Goddess
(2012) and Ogadinma (2020). She is
currently working on her third book.

@the_SWAPng | Contact@SprinNG.org | www.sprinng.org/SWAP
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#SWAPNG

Excerpt from the
announcement
Speech
Ukamaka Olisakwe
- Dec. 20, 2021

I think Ogadinma will be very proud and
Ogadinma is a collective name for the women
in my community who had to go through this.
Who had to suffer so that we will not suffer;
who had to pave the way for us; who had to
endure and their endurance in really toxic
situations, really difficult situations is brave.
It is the bravest thing because they had to be
there for us to find our own voice
...
You have given us a pat on the back that we
need to keep writing, to keep thriving, to keep
pursuing really fantastic themes and difficult
themes, and joyful, and sad, all of those
themes, and enriching our history and
archives.
Watch the 2021 Announcement Ceremony
https://tinyurl.com/SWAP21Ceremony

Ukamaka Olisakwe
Author of Ogadinma
SWAP 2021 Winner

2021
SWAP
WINNER

Available at
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Ukamaka Olisakwe’s heart-wrenching novel tells the story of the naive and trusting
Ogadinma as she battles against Nigeria’s deeply-ingrained patriarchal systems in the 1980s,
a time of coups, food shortages, and religious extremism.
After a rape and unwanted pregnancy leave her exiled from her family in Kano, thwarting her
plans to go to university, she is sent to her aunt’s in Lagos and pressured into a marriage with
an older man.
As their whirlwind romance descends into abuse and indignity, Ogadinma is forced to channel
all of her independence and resourcefulness into finding her voice and strength in the face of
abuse and cultural expectations.

What are
you doing
to make a
difference?

We are not just bringing our
seats to the table, we are
creating and owning the table as
well, and inviting more women
to share of it.
- The SprinNG Women Authors Prize

Donation: How You Can Support
We appreciate your generosity.

Visit: www.sprinng.org/donate
You will see instructions to sign our sponsorship contract on that website page,
which only takes about 3 minutes. Then, make your payment in Naira or Dollars.
After payment has been made, we will follow up with you via email.
Thank you!
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Website: www.sprinng.org
Social Media: @SprinNGlm
Email: Contact@sprinng.org

"Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much." – Helen Keller

